Characterization of SV40-transformed human cells by immunofluorescence and fluorescent in situ hybridization techniques.
We have performed immunofluorescent and fluorescent in situ hybridization studies in order to better clarify the integration of SV40 DNA in human fibroblast cell lines. Most of the cells were T-antigen positive by immunocytochemical studies, while in all the cells we detected the integrated viral DNA by in situ hybridization. Both techniques are easy and useful to perform but the molecular genetic method gives a more specific signal with the possibility of localizing molecular hybrids in the nucleus and in the cytoplasm of the transformed cells.